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speak very well of the state of the monasteries in England
before 1238. Innocent IV made an effort in 1253 to
pursue the policy of his predecessors by ordering the
abbots of all religious houses to enforce the statutes of
Gregory IX, published by him at Narbonne and Rouen,
and by giving to the bishops coercive authority in the case
of negligence on the part of abbots.1 Unfortunately this
mandate was promptly followed by a number of others
exempting various religious houses from observing the
•statutes and forbidding the bishops to take any further
steps to enforce them.3
The general impression given by detailed descriptions
of visitations of monastic houses is that of a certain slack-
ness. In England, as contrasted with the Continent, very
scandalous houses were extremely rare. The usual type
of complaints deal with negligence in looking after the
sick, in observing silence, that the monks do not eat in
the refectory as they should, that they wander about the
countryside, and that the various officers are careless in
the performance of their duties; the nuns are found to
be quarrelsome, they have paid money on their entry into
the convent, and they refuse to obey the prioress and do
not keep the rule of silence, foolish minor faults which yet
but too clearly illustrate the absence of the spirit of self-
abnegation and active devotion to an ideal. Councils and
chapters might be held, codes of statutes be drawn up,
and abbots deposed, but internally the religious orders
remained uninspired and that renewal of zeal, that re-
kindling of the old spirit of enthusiasm which alone could
eradicate such petty but insidious abuses, was not thus to
be brought about. The monasteries undoubtedly made
spasmodic efforts to reform, and they obeyed to some
extent the Lateran Decrees and endeavoured to carry them
out, but in a manner so half-hearted that even by the end
of Henry Ill's reign the system of general chapters seems
to have borne but little fruit. Even Matthew Paris him-
self bewailed the secular attitude of the monks of his day,
and contrasted it with the holiness of the monks of old
1 Ckron. Maj.v. 380.
z i.e. Cal. Papal Letters, i, 290, 299, 316, &c*
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